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SUDOKU Edited by Margie E. Burke 
Copyright 2017 by The Puzzle Syndicate 
Difficulty: Medium 
HOW TO SOLVE: 
Answers to Last Week’s Sudoku: 
Each row must contain the  
numbers 1 to 9; each column must 
contain the numbers 1 to 9; and 
each set of 3 by 3 boxes must 
contain the numbers 1 to 9. 
8 6 9 5 2
4 6 8 1
2 4 7
5 6
8 3
8
4 2 7 3
5 1 2
2 4 6 8 7 5 3 1 9
3 5 7 2 1 9 8 4 6
1 9 8 3 6 4 5 7 2
4 3 2 9 8 7 6 5 1
5 7 1 6 2 3 9 8 4
6 8 9 4 5 1 7 2 3
8 6 5 1 9 2 4 3 7
9 2 4 7 3 8 1 6 5
7 1 3 5 4 6 2 9 8
OPINION
The Montana Kaimin is a weekly 
independent student newspaper at the 
University of Montana.
For comments, corrections or letters to the 
editor, contact editor@montanakaimin.
com. or call (406) 243-4310.
For advertising opportunities, contact 
ads@montanakaimin.com or call 
(406) 243-6541. 
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BIG UPS
BACKHANDS
&
The Kaimin’s take on this week’s winners and 
losers. Have a big up or backhand to contribute? 
Tweet us at @montanakaimin!
Big Ups to George Washington. 
Because of your existence over 
200 years ago, we all got to 
sleep in on Monday.
Backhands to 
Sweden for, you 
know, all those 
“incidents.”
Backhands to Uranium. 
People are doing some 
very bad stuff with it. Very 
bad stuff.
ON THE COVER
Photo by Will McKnight / @WillMcK_Photo
Cover design by Zoie Koostra / @zoiekoostra. 
Cover story continues on page 8.
YOUR AD
could go HERE!
Call 
406-243-6541 
to speak with 
an ad rep and 
sponsor a 
puzzle TODAY!
By Delaney Cummins   
delaney.cummins@umontana.edu
CLASSIFIEDS
PERSONALS
Looking for love in all the wrong 
places? The Kaimin is here to help! 
Post your personal ads or missed 
connections here! Special pricing all 
month for ONLY $5.  To place your 
ad call 406-243-6541, e-mail ads@
montanakaimin.com, or stop by and 
see us in Don Anderson Hall, Room 
207 Monday-Thursday 10-2
SERVICES
 I Buy Imports < Subaru < Toyota-
Japanese/German Cars & Trucks. 
Nice, ugly, running or not 327-0300
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FEATURE
Missoula’s Girls Rock camp  hold 
live performances at Top Hat
FEATURE PHOTO
ACROSS
1 Light bulb unit
5 Clap
9 Strong, 
drinkwise
14 Money in Milan
15 Freeze opener
16 Lipstick shade
17 Boring one
18 High spirits
19 Serious 
suffering
20 Woodworking
joint
22 Factory
23 Before of yore
24 Lifeless
26 Spending limit
28 No longer in
30 Archer of 
legend
31 Furthermore
32 Pass to the side
34 Been in bed
35 Like skid row
38 Christening 2 ____ borealis 37 Swimmer's 51 Nameless 
observance 3 Tabletop stand bane device
40 Polly, to Tom 4 Hit the bottle 39 Exodus leader 54 Yesteryear
Sawyer 5 Like some 42 Set up 56 One way to the
41 Kind of penguin rituals 46 For one top
43 Pro or con 6 Private, e.g. 47 Auteur's art 57 ___ de deux
44 Actor's goal 7 Artist's studio 48 One-in-a-million 58 "Dear old" guy
45 Pile up 8 Get prone 50 Hermit, e.g.
49 Get the picture 9 Steam burn
50 Trace of blood? 10 Frat party attire
52 Pandowdy, e.g. 11 Unbreakable
53 Use a dressing 12 Film with danc-
room ing brooms
55 Untouched 13 It may be at the
57 Hoax end of the line
58 Honoree's spot 21 Like some 
59 Attention getter currents
60 Put on a 22 Means of 
pedestal support
61 Calla's cousin 25 Site for 
62 Highest point stargazers
63 Waste conduit 27 Pay (up)
64 It's just for 29 Tickle pink
show 31 Tip off
65 Back 33 Haberdashery
item
DOWN 35 Bratty talk
1 Joined as one 36 Tranquil state
Week of 2/27/17 - 3/5/17 
 
The Weekly Crossword by Margie E. Burke 
Copyright 2017 by The Puzzle Syndicate 
Answers to Last Week’s Crossword: 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31
32 33 34
35 36 37 38 39
40 41 42
43 44 45 46 47 48
49 50 51 52
53 54 55 56
57 58 59
60 61 62
63 64 65
S O L O N G L A M P A S S
A L O N E R I C E R I T E
N I G H T L I G H T O D O R
S O S O O T H E R M E N U
L E A S T I B I D E M
A M I D S T E N C A S E
F I N T H A N E R E C A P
R E D H E N W A G A L L
O N I C E T A S T E M O O
C O T T E R H I P P E D
T R A C E R S C O N E
W I T H A B E A M S H A D
E V I L D I N N E R T I M E
R A V E E L A N O L D E N
P L E A R E L Y W E E N Y
Daydream and Rock It 2 Mars band members share a snack before the Girls Rock performance at the Top Hat.
Photos by Bella Granis / @isabellagrannis
The Zootown Arts Community Center’s Girls Rock camp brought a full 
house to the Top Hat Friday, Feb. 17, 2017. Three groups each performed 
an original song after six weeks of professionally guided training, all of 
which revolved around the themes of self confidence, friendship and 
perseverance.
 Daydream celebrates the success of their first-ever live performance at the Girls Rock show at the Top Hat Feb. 17.
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KAIMIN COLUMN
Sam Tolman is a Kaimin 
opinion columnist. Email him at 
samuel.tolman@umontana.edu
Boasting about your choice to sacrifice 
sleep makes you look like an idiot. Not 
just because I’m saying it, but because of 
objective, backed by data, science. The 
personal preference of not getting seven 
to nine hours of sleep per night can be 
detrimental to your emotional stability, 
result in weight gain and impair your ba-
sic brain functions.
 As if the side effects of sleeplessness 
aren’t enough, we’ve glorified boasting 
about our choice to sacrifice sleep for 
something else. We’ve made skipping 
sleep a demonstration of our unwavering 
passion for school, work or something 
else. All it truly does is glorify inadequa-
cies of not taking care of ourselves and 
put pressure on others to do the same.
 There are way too many emotional 
nerve endings out in the world, and you 
don’t need to add to the already high-
ly-sensitive culture we currently live in. 
However, not having enough sleep in-
hibits your emotional intelligence, which 
helps you to perceive emotions correctly 
and direct your behavior in an appropri-
ate manner. Basically, when you choose 
inadequate sleep, you willingly embrace 
having the emotional capacity of a three-
year-old.
 At least three-year-olds are cute — in 
part because of their chubbiness. Howev-
er, the same probably won’t be said about 
you and your newly gained weight due to 
sleep deprivation. Not sleeping enough 
makes it harder for your body to burn the 
calories and fats you are digesting. Tied in 
with poor emotional regularity, this also 
makes it harder to control your food in-
take. Essentially, less sleep equals more 
body fat, and, with your newfound emo-
tionally instability, this won’t serve you 
and others well in the long run.
 Perhaps you won’t realize how you’re 
slowly becoming unhappy since lack of 
sleep also inhibits your basic brain func-
tions. Such important daily activities as 
problem solving skills, creative thought, 
and stress management become crippled 
with seven or less hours of sleep. Accord-
ing to a University of Rochester study, 
when you’re asleep, your brain works to 
remove toxic proteins from itself. How-
ever, it is unable to do this while you’re 
awake, and the greater the buildup of 
these toxic proteins, the worse it is for 
your mind.
 Not all sleepless nights happen by 
choice, issues like anxiety, an overabun-
dance of school work or insomnia are just 
a few major contributing factors to not be-
ing able to sleep. However, these are gen-
erally not choices people make to be part 
of their lives.
 Next time you’re hanging out with 
friends and one of them gloats about their 
College sleep culture is toxic
Silas Miller  is a Kaimin 
opinion columnist.  Email him at 
silas.miller@umontana.edu
Calling on all those unnerved by the 
Trump Administration! Here’s a way to 
avoid drowning in your anxiety — simply 
pen a letter to your state senator urging him 
or her not to confirm a selection for Trump’s 
cabinet. To expedite this process, I have in-
cluded a template to simply drag and drop 
into an email to a senator of your choosing. 
The occasion for writing a grievance 
letter to your senators is as ripe as ever. 
Contentious debate on the Senate Floor, 
caused in part by public outrage voiced via 
petitions and letters over Trump’s Cabinet 
appointees, has delayed confirmation pro-
cedures that were relatively brisk in recent 
administrations. Thus far, our Senate has 
appointed oil czar Rex Tillerson as Secre-
tary of State, anti-public-education crusad-
er Betsy DeVos as Secretary of Education, 
and the blatantly racist geriatric Jeff Ses-
sions as Attorney General. And when you 
thought it couldn’t get any worse, among 
those still slated for appointment are brain 
surgeon Ben Carson for Secretary of Interi-
or and frack-happy Rick Perry for Secretary 
of Energy. 
Confirmations have passed by close mar-
gins — for the first time in our nation’s his-
tory, an appointee, DeVos, was confirmed 
by a Vice Presidential tiebreaker vote. 
Participating in our nation’s democratic 
process manifests your political emotions 
and is a positive way to quell these civic 
anxieties. And what may seem like a mere 
letter is actually very consequential under 
our current unstable political climate. 
Montanans, fill out the provided email 
form at www.daines.senate.gov or www.
tester.senate.gov
KAIMIN COLUMN
lack of sleep, understand what they’re ad-
vocating for — becoming a dumber, fatter 
cry baby of a person and putting recipro-
cal pressure on others to be this way as 
well, because, as the author John Ray once 
wrote — misery loves company. 
 Understanding how unhealthy it is 
to perpetuate this sacrificing of sleep for 
some greater good as the norm, we should 
all be motivated to stop people from cel-
ebrating it and become an advocate for 
what should be far more obvious — get-
ting some shut-eye.
Our country needs your voice
To the Honorable (Senator’s Full Name) ,
I disapprove of President Trump’s appointment of (Nominee’s Full Name)
to serve as our nation’s Secretary of (Cabinet Position)  . The primary 
reason for my grievance concerning (Appointee’s Last Name) is his or her 
conspicuous incompetence for the job. That (Appointee’s Last Name)
has achieved success as a primary vocation is not what I’m calling 
into question. Rather, my reservations revolve around his or her 
undeniable inexperience and incompatible priorities that would 
contaminate efficiency in serving as our nation’s Secretary of
(Cabinet Position) .
As one of your caring constituents, I urge you to use your 
privilege of power and vote no for (Appointee’s Last Name) to serve as 
Secretary of (Cabinet Position) .I feel it is the most responsible way you 
can react to such an irresponsible pick. 
Thanks, 
(Your Name)
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NEWS
When Holoakea Husen saw the space 
between an oncoming pickup truck and 
a parked Jeep, he knew the bus full of 
college students he was driving was not 
going to fit. Despite his training and thou-
sands of miles of experience, he could 
sense the inevitable. In a last ditch effort 
to avoid colliding with the truck, Husen 
clipped the Jeep, crushing its headlight 
and driver’s side door.
Above average snowfall has left the 
University’s ice-slicked roads choked by 
snowbanks that have narrowed traffic 
lanes. The bad roads have led to a series of 
bus crashes on campus.
Over the first two and a half weeks of 
the semester, the student-owned bus sys-
tem, UDASH, had four accidents, includ-
ing when Husen hit the Jeep, according to 
campus police records.
“I could see I had scraped the bus up 
and tore up the front end of the Jeep,” Hu-
sen said of the Jan. 23 accident. “Luckily, 
the Jeep’s owner had to be understand-
ing since he was parked illegally on the 
S-curve behind the University Center.”
The bus fleet averages about one ac-
cident every year, or once every 150,000 
miles, according to Jordan Hess, director 
of the student transportation office.
Hess said the beginning of the semes-
ter always brings the highest ridership 
of the year, which can lead to stressed 
drivers and tight schedules. But Hess and 
Husen both blame bad weather and poor 
snow removal for this year’s spike.
The UDASH system hires students to 
serve as drivers and mechanics, Hess said, 
and drivers undergo a 60-hour training 
course, including a mixture of classroom 
and behind-the-wheel learning. Howev-
er, only drivers hired and trained in the 
winter get hands-on training in the snow. 
Husen said while he felt experienced and 
confident driving in the snow, he could 
not speak for other drivers.
“I had driven most of the buses in the 
snow last semester, which was a hint of 
what we’d be dealing with,” Husen said. 
“But for some drivers who don’t have ex-
perience in snow, safety tips in an email 
might not be enough.”
Snow plowed onto the curbs of Cam-
pus Drive forced parked cars farther into 
traffic lanes with every storm. Hess said 
there were a number of factors at play, 
but all of the crashes could directly be at-
tributed to the narrowing lanes.
“I went out and measured some of 
the lanes, and they were about eight feet 
wide,” he said. “Our buses are actually 
eight and a half feet wide. The new elec-
tric buses aren’t any wider, but they are 
about five feet longer, so the turning radi-
us is a bit bigger and more cumbersome.”
In a Jan. 31 campus-wide email, UM 
Police Chief Marty Ludemann warned 
drivers to park as close to the curb as 
possible, especially on the bus routes on 
Connell and Eddy Avenues and Campus 
Drive.
Ludemann cited poor snow manage-
ment as the problem, saying people were 
having a hard time seeing yellow curbs 
under snowbanks and parking illegally in 
a rush to get to class. There are reasons 
those areas are marked, and it is usually 
to prevent collisions, he said.
Ludemann suggested bus drivers are 
also at fault for the accidents.
“I don’t think they are driving that 
fast,” Ludemann said. “But for how con-
strained space is right now, they could 
probably go a bit slower.”
Hess and Husen said Facilities Ser-
vices, UM’s maintenance and grounds de-
partment, has been working to solve the 
problem of the encroaching snowbanks, 
but Husen said he is concerned it may be 
taking too long.
“This is a fight that’s been going on 
forever,” Husen said, adding that plowed 
snow near the music building made it dif-
ficult for people in wheelchairs to access 
the bus stop last semester. “I don’t believe 
that there are enough people in Facilities 
Services to upkeep the roads, all of our 
bus stops and sidewalks.”
Mick Alva, who supervises road snow 
removal for Facilities Services, agreed that 
the department was having trouble deal-
ing with the amount of snow this year. He 
said his team was working with front-end 
loaders to remove the snowbanks, but 
they are limited by time and funding.
“For this amount of snow, we real-
ly don’t have enough guys,” Alva said. 
“With these budget cuts going around, 
we can’t afford the overtime pay for guys 
to come in here and move snow when the 
cars are gone. We just don’t have the mon-
ey to spend on it.” •
By Matt Neuman   
matthew.neuman@umontana.edu
Bus crashes spike on crowded campus streets
An ASUM bus passes within feet of a parked car on campus Feb. 15.  Snowbanks have forced cars to park farther into the street making for narrow roads and a tighter 
squeeze for ASUM buses.
Tailyr Irvine / @TaylirIrvine
“I went out and measured some 
of the lanes, and they were about 
eight feet wide. Our buses are 
actually eight and a half feet wide”
-Jordan Hess
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NEWS
(Right) Competitors of the Rando Radness ski race 
line up before climbing to the top of their first hill Feb. 
17. (Above) The leader of the Rando Radness ski race, 
Mike Foote, tells competitors the rules of climbing up 
the ski route at Snowbowl Feb. 17.
Sydney MacDonald / @sydneysmacdo
Racers crowded the Snowbowl bar in var-
ious shades of neon lycra in a mock transport to 
the 1980s. A feverish excitement filled the air as 
ski boots were strapped tight and muscles were 
stretched out.
At 6:30 p.m., the mob of racers slowly moved 
outside and organized into a roughly three-per-
son-wide and 20-person-deep line of headlamps 
and plumed breath. They listened attentively as 
Mike Foote, the race director, delivered a pre-race 
speech detailing new aspects of the course.
At the end of his speech, Foote yelled out to the 
race timer, “Are you going to do a pistol start?”
“No,” said Matthew Smeltzer, the race timer. 
“I think I’m just going to do a ‘woo woo.’”
Skimo racing, or randonnee as it is known in 
Europe, is both a weeknight ski party at Montana 
Snowbowl and the fastest growing niche within 
the sport of skiing, according to Foote.
Skimo is a portmanteau of “ski mountaineer-
ing” and is the sport’s common name in the U.S.
At its most basic, skimo is a race where skiers 
attach directional felt straps, called skins, to the 
bottoms of their skis in order to ski uphill. When 
they get to the top, they quickly pull them off, stuff 
the skins in their jackets and begin skiing down-
hill.
The fastest racers at the Snowbowl Rando 
Radness Series will complete four laps in an hour, 
but most do three.
Rando Radness is only in its second year, but 
participation has already doubled. Last year, the 
event averaged 30 racers. This year, it’s been closer 
to 75, Foote said.
Skimo is an endurance freak’s winter dream, 
but it also attracts people who just love to go and 
be outside, Foote said. 
“The best skimo racers possess a mixture of 
skill sets,” he said. “Some excel on the way up, but 
it’s equally important to shred on the way down.”
Skimo racing will be an Olympic demonstra-
tion sport in 2018, meaning that skimo events will 
be held at the Olympic games but not officially 
scored. If the events draw enough interest, they 
may be included officially in the 2022 Olympics. 
The sport is very popular in Europe and has made 
significant strides in the U.S. in the last few years, 
according to Foote.
Foote is traveling to Italy next week to par-
ticipate in the International Ski Mountaineering 
World Cup, where he will compete on the U.S. ski 
mountaineering national team.
Originally a marathon and ultra runner, Foote 
has shifted his focus to skimo over the last three 
years. To train, Foote said he goes on a couple lon-
ger ski trips a week — lasting between three and 
six hours — to work on endurance. On opposite 
days, he’ll work on building power by “charging 
up short, steep hills.”
In all, he said he spends between 15 and 18 
hours each week exercising in a regimen to build 
his skimo ability. Foote didn’t compete in this 
week’s events, but he still took a few laps for fun.
While everyone races at the same time, Rando 
Radness is broken up into three racer categories: 
lightweight gear, heavy gear and splitboarders. 
Lightweight racers use tiny bindings and 
short skis that are hardly wider than a Nordic 
setup, and heavy racers typically use wide and 
long skis more suited to backcountry skiing. Sp-
litboarders use a special snowboard with locking 
clasps down the center. They split the board in 
two to skin up, then lock it back together for the 
ride down.
Jeff Friess, winner in the lightweight category, 
skied through the course four times in just under 
58 minutes. This is Friess’ fourth year competing 
in skimo races.
Friess said he’s skied in the backcountry for a 
long time now, and an article in Big Sky Magazine 
about the growing skimo trend peaked his inter-
est in the sport.
“I’m really competitive, and I played sports 
in high school and missed that,” Friess said. “It’s 
something that adds to a sport I already love.”
Like Foote, Friess does a fair amount of train-
ing to keep in shape for skimo races. He said he of-
ten goes to Snowbowl early in the morning before 
work to ski up Lavalle mountain and get a run in 
before the lifts open.
Friess does interval training on the treadmill 
at the gym and practices transitioning from skin-
ning to skiing and vice versa at home. He said he 
thinks skimo will continue to grow in Missoula 
because the running scene is so big.  
As skimo gear improves and makes it accessi-
ble to a wider group of people, more runners will 
start to use it as a winter training option, he said.
“I love the psychology of it — the moments of 
pain,” Friess said. “A race is just a psychological 
roller coaster. The idea of stopping becomes in-
sane. Everything about the race is going forward.”
Skimo isn’t just for high-intensity endurance 
racers though. All abilities are welcome, and Emi-
ly Sullivan has used that to her advantage.
Sullivan has only been skiing for two years, 
and she’s competed in the Rando Radness series 
both of those years.
Sullivan said she likes skimo for many of the 
same reasons as Friess and Foote.
“For those of us who trail run and mountain 
bike, it’s a good way to get out and chase endor-
phins in the winter,” Sullivan said.
A year of practice has made a huge difference 
for Sullivan. She said last year, she was coming 
in last place nearly every race, but this year, she’s 
been up in the front in her category each week.
Sullivan said she participates for the fun of it 
and likes the community aspect of Rando Rad-
ness as much as anything.
“It’s a bunch of people going up in the dark, 
headlamps on,” she said. “It almost builds a little 
camaraderie, like you’re all in it together.”
Feb. 16 was the last round of Rando Radness 
for 2017, but the series will continue at Snowbowl 
again next year. •
By Rick Rowan
richard.rowan@umontana.edu
Rando Radness wraps up second year
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Camera settings. Lighting techniques. Editing. Printing. Creativity. Community.
If you are interested in immersing yourself in nothing but photography for six weeks, visit rmsp.com/summer to 
learn more about Summer Intensive at RMSP. Then, plan your summer by contacting Andy Benson at  
andrewb@rmsp.com or by calling 406-543-0171. And, be sure to join us for our Open House on March 18th.  
rmsp.com
6 WEEKS.  
6 CREDITS. 
ALL PHOTOGRAPHY.
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No one told me when to show up to my first Montana football game. The Griz hosted Saint Francis, a small school in Penn-sylvania, and I arrived late, even though kickoff was still 15 minutes away.
My assignment was to write about the game, but I made the mistake of 
thinking that the game started and ended with the first and last whistles. Re-
porting is a game in itself, and it started before I set foot in the press box and 
continued long after I wrote my last sentence about it. 
During my first year working alongside local sports journalists, I learned 
about the game — a race among other journalists for news and sometimes a 
struggle for access to that news.
As newspapers continue to downsize, the nature of a sports reporter’s job 
has shifted. It has become a competition of who can produce news first. Sports 
journalism in the digital era comes down to what the audience wants, and the 
first to report it earns the sought after clicks that can make or break an orga-
nization. 
The game is the need to produce content as quickly as possible. Sports re-
porters face their own challenges: limited access to players, tighter deadlines, 
constantly changing schedules and dozens of different sports to cover. 
And perhaps the biggest challenge for sports staffs today is their increasing 
expendability at newspapers. 
“Yamen Sanders is in street clothes today,” one reporter said as I settled into 
my press box seat. Minutes later, that sentence was on Twitter and its relevance 
was determined by the number of likes and retweets it received. 
“In a town this size...there’s a lot of outlets,” said Missoulian sports reporter 
AJ Mazzolini. “It’s entirely about building a brand. You try and build that rep-
utation so people know you’re there.”
In the press box, each story was a prize to be gotten first. I was the last to 
show up. 
The future of sports journalism goes beyond 140-character bits of informa-
tion. Content is the key to winning the game. It leads to clicks and visits to a 
website. 
“Sometimes it’s a matter of finding the right subjects to get [readers] sucked 
in,” said ESPN The Magazine Senior Writer Kevin Van Valkenburg. “Their de-
sires versus what they say their desires are.”
To understand how sports reporting will continue to change, one must rec-
ognize how the industry has changed already. I learned it in my first year as 
a sports reporter. It’s not pretty, but the game is vital to the future of sports 
media. 
When Bob Meseroll took over as the Missoulian sports editor in 1991, the 
Missoulian was the leading news source to its more than 50,000 readers in 
western Montana. The internet was brand new and trying to navigate it was 
frustrating, if not unexciting. Television, radio and newspapers owned the 
sports news market. 
“There wasn’t the assumption that people knew the final scores,” Meseroll 
said. “Stories were more detail-oriented.” 
In ‘91, local news thrived. Reporters had more time to work outside the office 
and page design happened in town. Meseroll oversaw four full-time reporters, 
one three-quarter-timer and four part-timers. Stories about a game were sent 
to print the morning after a game happened. Photos from the Associated Press 
were received by fax and were printed in halftone. 
Now the Missoulian sports section is made up of just three full-timers and, 
as of this month, Meseroll is out of a job after 26 years. 
So what changed?
As the internet continued to grow and more websites were created, Mese-
roll and the sports section were forced to adjust. The Missoulian launched its 
website, missoulian.com, around 2000. 
In response to the internet boom, Meseroll’s sports team changed the way it 
reported. Eventually, Twitter became the main resource for instant reporting. 
Facebook became the largest source for the website’s traffic. 
“It changes the way we do everything,” Mazzolini said of the need for in-
stant news. “We have to consolidate and pack information into those quick hit 
type of things.”
X
X
XXX
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“Youth sports and high school sports will keep the sports section alive,” he said. 
The decision of what to cover almost always comes down to what will earn the 
most clicks on the Missoulian’s website. 
“We can’t cover [sports] the way we want to cover it because we can’t really be 
there to cover it,” Mazzolini said. “I think it’s something that we’re going to have to 
reassess. You can’t really just ignore the other ones.”
The Missoulian will choose to cover a story in an area with a wider audience in 
order to serve more readers, which would in turn get more clicks. An athlete in Big-
fork, for example, is less likely to be covered versus an athlete in Florence because a 
wider audience is present in Florence. 
 “It may not be the best story, but it may be more well-read,” Mazzolini said.
People want more information faster. But as overall downsizing hurts the Mis-
soulian sports section, reporting enough information becomes more of a challenge. 
During the high school state wrestling tournament Feb. 11, the Missoulian was 
unable to send a reporter to Billings to cover the event. But it couldn’t exclude the 
event because several Missoula-area wrestlers were competing in the tournament. 
More importantly, there was an audience waiting for a story. 
The Missoulian ran stories written by reporters at the Billings Gazette, a sister 
paper to the Missoulian. But the stories lacked relevance to Missoula-area readers 
because the Billings reporters focused on and talked to Billings wrestlers. 
“Even what I’m doing now is a lot more different than what I used to do,” Maz-
zolini said. “Everyone’s doing a little more and a little more than they used to.”
When I was a Kaimin sports intern last spring, I played the sports reporter’s 
game as I wrote my first big story — or tried to.  
The story was about how football players balanced full-time work with the obli-
gation to attend summer conditioning camps. Football players felt required, even if 
they technically weren’t, to attend summer conditioning programs, due to the fear 
of having their playing time slashed. 
I had some quotes from football players I interviewed while working on a sepa-
rate story. But when I called the athletic department for some follow-up interviews, 
I got nowhere.
As a new reporter, I backed off and tabled the story. I lost my first round of play-
ing the game without really knowing what had happened. 
But it actually made sense. Griz Athletics has an obligation to help its stu-
dent-athletes and attract and keep fans but not necessarily to make reporters’ lives 
The availability and abundance of national sports news has detracted readers 
from the local market. The internet curbed the demand for local sports because 
people began to have access to unlimited news sources.
The demand for instant news soon skyrocketed, and the dominance of the in-
ternet throughout the past 26 years has shaken local newspapers. Papers that failed 
to adjust, or simply didn’t have the means to adjust, fell by the wayside. Local Mon-
tana sports sections paid the price. 
The Great Falls Tribune cut their sports staff from seven to three. The Bozeman 
Daily Chronicle went from four reporters to two. The Montana Standard in Butte 
now has three on staff.
“The number of stories you’re expected to produce increases because there are 
fewer reporters,” Meseroll said. 
Three weeks ago, the Missoulian was forced to downsize. The sports editor po-
sition was eliminated and Meseroll, an editor on the high end of the Missoulian’s 
payroll, was laid off. 
Without an editor, three sports reporters, including Mazzolini, have shared the 
extra work left by Meseroll. 
“This happened in the middle of a prep year,” Meseroll said of the Missoulian’s 
downsizing. “I hope … they come up with a new model to be more realistic with 
what they can cover.”
The Missoulian sports section strives to cover a massive swath of Montana, 
stretching from Canada down the Bitterroot to the Idaho border and as far east as 
Deer Lodge. It covers 35 high schools in total. All those miles are now being split 
between Mazzolini and two other reporters.
Sometimes that means they have to neglect some local stories. And readers have 
noticed. The sports desk received more than 20 complaints from readers about the 
lack of coverage of certain sports in the past two weeks since Meseroll was laid off. 
The sports section includes stories about prep and college players who would 
otherwise go unnoticed on television or radio. The demand for detailed reporting 
on local games still exists, and papers like the Missoulian are often the sole supplier 
of that reporting.
In spite of downsizing, Meseroll doesn’t think sports will ever be squeezed out 
of local news altogether. 
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easier.
The sports information department at the University of Montana decides which 
athletes and coaches can be interviewed, when they can be interviewed and how 
long they can be interviewed for.  The regulation of media access to players and 
coaches is standard for college sports information departments.
Any contact from a reporter with a player or coach without the consent of a 
sports information director is prohibited. In recent years, direct phone calls and 
text messages between players and reporters without permission have also been 
banned.
In 2015, sports reporters were allowed to sit through entire practices on Tues-
days and Wednesdays to gain access to players. Even then, the access was strict. 
Then, Ben Weyer, a former center for the Griz football team, got injured. 
Media availability suddenly became limited to just one 15-minute time slot be-
fore Tuesday and Wednesday practices. The rules have remained that way since. 
In many ways, independent reporters are unnecessary. In the age of the internet, 
Griz Athletics can produce its own content and promote it through the same social 
media channels as any other traditional news organization. 
“We want people to come to our website. We want to drive traffic just as much as 
the Missoulian, or whatever, because we sell ad space,” said Eric Taber, an assistant 
sports information director for the athletics department. 
GoGriz.com, the sports information department’s website, produces more than 
box scores and stats — employees of the athletic department write features on ath-
letes and send them out in emails to be printed in newspapers. 
And many of these writers are actually journalists themselves. Taber is a gradu-
ate of the UM journalism school. 
While the line between journalism and public relations grows thinner, it’s a line 
that matters. 
The athletic department isn’t perfect. We saw that during the sexual assault 
scandal that rocked the University and led to the firing of two football coaches. We 
saw it when a football player allegedly assaulted another student at a party in 2009. 
We saw it again in 2015 when multiple football players were arrested for breaking 
and entering and when the football team faced a three-year probation for NCAA 
rules violations. 
Griz Athletics brings in more than $120 million in gross sales to Missoula and 
has created 1,284 year-round jobs, according to a recent report. An industry that 
large needs journalists to keep them in check. 
That’s why independent journalism is vital. The Kaimin, the Missoulian, the 
Bozeman Daily Chronicle, the Billings Gazette and other independent news orga-
nizations are struggling to produce the kind of comprehensive, investigative cover-
age that athletics deserve. In the end it falls to fans and consumers of sports media 
to demand accountability.
Colter Nuanez worked for newspapers for seven years before starting his own 
company. In 2012, the UM School of Journalism alum became the sports editor at the 
Bozeman Daily Chronicle. Later that year, all but one full-timer and one part-timer 
on his staff were cut. Nuanez was fired from the Chronicle one month later.
After he was fired, Nuanez teamed up with BobcatNation.com to launch Bobcat 
Beat, a subscription-based news source covering Montana State athletics. He stayed 
with BobcatNation.com through 2014. 
“I felt I could produce the exact same content and sell it myself to those who 
wanted to read it without having to be hamstrung by things out of my control,” 
Nuanez said. 
Nuanez’s brother, Brooks, graduated from the UM School of Business in 2013 
and joined him in Bozeman as a photographer for Bobcat Beat. They saw the poten-
tial of a growing online sports news market and decided to start their own news 
organization. In August 2015, they launched Skyline Sports, an online-only outlet 
covering mostly University of Montana and Montana State athletics. 
“If you provide quality content, people will read it,” Nuanez said. “You just have 
to present it to people in the right way.”
Skyline Sports’ primary revenue source is drawn from monthly and yearly sub-
scriptions. It rarely charges for multimedia content, like podcasts and videos, and 
never charges for stories other than Montana and Montana State.
Skyline displays advertisements from exclusive sponsors on the main photo for 
certain stories. For example, Skyline’s exclusive sponsor for its senior profile series, 
the Rockin’ R Bar in Bozeman, has a banner displayed on the lower quarter of each 
photo in the series.
At this point, the system is small. In a peak season, the startup will have about 
1,000 subscribers, and they currently only have three ad clients. 
But it’s a model Nuanez is confident in. Selling sponsorships makes Skyline 
unique, and a big part of those partnerships is making sure potential sponsors un-
derstand the entire idea. 
Launching a startup news organization requires creativity, especially when its 
competitors are long-established local papers with loyal readership. Being strictly 
online has its advantages. Skyline has low production costs and no print version. 
“We want to be first and best and thorough all at once,” Nuanez said. “In the 
state of Montana, we probably set the pace in that aspect. Most newspapers are 
chasing us for breaking news.”
These days the Missoulian sports desk is quiet.
There’s typically one reporter in the office any given day during the later half of 
the sports desk hours — 7 to 11 p.m. — entering in box scores for the next morning’s 
paper. 
On a recent Thursday night, the scores of 30 or so high school basketball games, 
along with the scores of the Montana Griz and Lady Griz, were scribbled on a mas-
sive whiteboard.
Old chairs still sat in front of unoccupied desks scattered with paper. A fax ma-
chine that used to be essential to the section’s pre-email efficiency stood on standby 
to receive occasional score cards. 
I had just been brought on as a temporary part-time sports reporter, and I sat 
alone with Mazzolini, entering box scores for the next morning’s paper. 
The future for local sports reporters in many ways mirrors the future of local 
newspapers. 
I’ve questioned my career, and I often think of it with skepticism. The compe-
tition for news has become tougher. Readers have demanded more while sports 
sections are given less and less to work with — smaller staffs and less money. 
To ESPN writer and 2000 Montana School of Journalism alum Kevin Van Valken-
burg, the future of sports media still relies on good reporting and good writing. 
“The most read stories on our website are the longer, well-written, well-crafted 
pieces,” he said. “People still hunger for real storytelling.”
Nuanez said local papers are capable of growth, and I agree. The demand for 
local sports news will never completely disappear, but the way it’s consumed will 
have to. 
It is possible. Most of the people I talked to for this story were Montana journal-
ism school alums. Some wrote for the Kaimin, and all have faced similar challenges 
with budget cuts, limited coverage and access to information. 
The Kaimin recently reorganized its staff to accommodate a web-first focus. So 
even as you read this now it may not be on paper, but it will still be published and 
the people who consume it — you — will decide what it’s worth. 
That’s the future for sports journalists — from local journalists like Meseroll, 
Mazzolini, Nuanez and myself to ESPN writers like Van Valkenburg. It’s not bleak. 
It’s inspiring.
After all, like Van Valkenburg said: “Good storytelling is good storytelling.”•
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Women are outnumbered by men four 
to one in physics, according to the National 
Science Foundation. In an effort to combat 
this staggering statistic, three University 
of Montana physics students have founded 
the only active club for women in science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
at UM. 
UM Women in Physics co-founder and 
senior Maggie Boyd is double majoring in 
physics and human biology. After attend-
ing the 2017 American Physical Society’s 
Conference for Women in Physics at Mon-
tana State University in January, Boyd said 
she was inspired to start the club.
Boyd said she is one of only four women 
set to graduate from the physics program 
this spring, out of an expected 20 total 
graduates. It’s easy for women in physics to 
feel isolated in a traditionally male-domi-
nated field, Boyd said. The club will serve 
as a valuable support group, featuring 
female scientist guest speakers, a career 
panel and peer feedback for projects before 
they present at conferences.
Boyd said she has experienced gen-
der-based discriminatory comments from 
male physics students but never from fac-
ulty, she said. The club will give women 
the necessary tools to deal with discrim-
inatory situations. Ideally, though, those 
situations would never arise. 
Boyd has witnessed the “leaky pipe 
phenomenon” in which women interested 
in science are lost at every consecutive lev-
el in education due to increased barriers. A 
Harvard study found that women are fair-
ly well-represented on the “lower rungs” 
of the corporate ladder at 41 percent, but 
52 percent leave mid-career. The American 
Association of University Women said that 
not only is this a much higher attrition rate 
than males, but it’s also higher than fe-
males in other fields. 
Faculty adviser to UM Women in Phys-
ics David Macalusow has taught science 
courses from the sixth grade to graduate 
level and has had first-hand experience 
with the phenomenon of gender bias.
He said his younger female students 
“were pressured to not pursue math or sci-
ence by parents and peers.” Now that Ma-
caluso teaches at UM, he encourages his 
female students to pursue their passions 
for science. Macaluso said during his post-
doctoral work, he chose to work under a fe-
male scientist that was four years younger 
than him over a male Nobel Prize winner. 
He said these supportive actions can help 
minimize gender gaps in sciences. 
“The talent pool is equally distribut-
ed,” Macaluso said. “If we don’t have equal 
women, we’re losing talent.”
Women’s Resource Center Director Beth 
Hubble said that a lack of female peer sup-
port and mentorship makes it harder for 
young girls to envision themselves in sci-
ences. According to a 2015 report by the 
American Physical Society, less than 20 
percent of bachelor’s degrees in physics 
went to women that year.
“Women in science is something every 
university has to work on,” Hubble said.
In 2003, UM received a five-year, $3.5 
million grant with the goals of “increasing 
the number of tenure-line women science 
faculty, empowering and informing wom-
en faculty, and creating a statewide net-
work of women scientists,” according to 
the National Science Foundation.
The University hired 10 new, tenure-line 
female faculty members in the sciences 
through the grant. According to Faculty 
Development Office Director Amy Kinch, 
the new-hires were placed in geology, 
chemistry, biomedical and pharmaceutical 
sciences, mathematics and biological sci-
ences. Still, there is only one female faculty 
member in the physics department. 
Although lack of representation is a 
problem for women in physics, Hubble said 
having a male-advised women’s club is not 
necessarily a problem. She said bringing 
awareness about the male-female dynamic to 
males can battle unconscious gender biases.
“When a man is willing to assume that 
mantle, it sends a strong message to other 
men,” Hubble said.
Boyd said Macaluso has always been out-
spoken about gender equality, making con-
scious decisions to include women in science. 
Macaluso said his continual effort to engage 
his female students is why he became advis-
er to the club.
UM Women in Physics will serve as a 
support group for all aspiring female scien-
tists. Meetings will be held Wednesdays at 5 
p.m. in the Charles H. Clapp Building’s first 
floor study lounge. •
By Lydia Mercier 
lydia.mercier@umontana.edu
UM Women in Physics battle gender statistics 
The 2017 UM Women in Physics group at their first meeting on Feb. 8.  From top left to right: Wei Long, Audrey Houghton, Monique Del Toro, Maddy Drake, Hannah Grout 
and Ashlesha Khatiwada.
Bella Grannis / @isabellagrannis
Less than 20 percent 
of bachelor’s degrees 
in physics went to 
women that year.
-According to American Physical Society
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A proposal for a University of Montana 
porcine research facility hit Interim President 
Sheila Stearns’ desk Feb. 1, according to Vice 
President for Research Scott Whittenburg. The 
proposal aims to expand the University’s ani-
mal research to include pigs and a new facility.
This will be an estimated $4 million proj-
ect, according to Whittenburg. A definite site 
has not been set, but a roughly 10,000 square 
foot facility will house 15 to 30 pigs in Mis-
soula County. Whittenburg said the site will 
not be on campus or at Fort Missoula. He also 
said grants would pay for the entire project, 
meaning no funding will come directly from 
taxpayers. 
The focus of the proposed facility will be 
translational research of spinal cord injuries 
and vaccinations. Whittenburg said neural in-
jury research could greatly benefit paralyzed 
veterans, citing that the project is partially 
funded by a Department of Defense grant for 
this reason. He said vaccination research be-
gan in December 2016 and could help prevent 
or treat any number of viral conditions.
The proposed research facility would re-
quire new faculty and staff. Whittenburg said 
an offer has been made to a potential researcher 
with expertise in neural injury, but she has yet 
to accept or decline the position. He also said 
the facility will offer research opportunities to 
both graduate and undergraduate students.
The move toward porcine models is par-
tially due to the failure of rodent models in the 
past, said Kevin Boileau, a Missoula-based psy-
choanalyst and biomedical ethics philosopher. 
He said there is no research that suggests pigs 
will be effective models.
Boileau said spinal cord injuries are too 
cruel to inflict on sentient beings without be-
ing certain that the benefits will outweigh the 
harm. Spinal injuries will be inflicted on the 
pig subjects as part of the research. UM records 
indicate that all injuries will be induced under 
anesthesia.
According to UM’s research website, all 
staff dealing with laboratory animal resources 
are certified by the American Association for 
Laboratory Animal Science. UM’s Animal Care 
and Use Program is voluntarily accredited by 
the American Association for the Accreditation 
of Laboratory Animal Care International as 
well. 
Boileau said the National Institute of 
Health’s 2016-2020 strategic plan suggests a 
move away from animal models. The plan 
said that animal models often fail to accurately 
mimic human diseases and human drug in-
teractions, and the NIH will begin to look for 
three-dimensional platforms that can support 
living human tissues to study. Boileau said in a 
research paper that researchers would be able 
to model neural injury better in cultured hu-
man cells and tissues than in an animal’s.
“An integrated body-on-a-chip is the ulti-
mate goal,” the NIH report said.
Boileau filed a Freedom of Information Act 
request to access information about the pro-
posed facility, which included emails among 
those involved. 
Records indicate that the administrator of a 
Missoula Vegans Facebook page, Sarah Coffey, 
requested a meeting with those involved with 
the proposal. The request was first accepted, 
but the meeting was later cancelled. Interim 
Provost Beverly Edmond said in an email that 
she would not meet with Coffey, but she would 
welcome written comments and concerns 
about the project. Coffey could not be reached 
for further comment.
Vice President of Research Whittenburg 
said public comments are welcomed, and a 
public forum will take place if the decision to 
move forward is made.
Whittenburg also said the University has 
already integrated alternative models into its 
biomedical research. He said in-vitro models, 
or “test tube experiments,” are used when pos-
sible on campus. 
According to Whittenburg, animal models 
are a last resort and are often more costly than 
alternative methods. He said they are still nec-
essary when the other methods fail. 
“I don’t know that anybody would want to 
have a drug in their body that wasn’t in an ani-
mal’s first,” Whittenburg said. 
President of UM’s Advocates for Animals 
Kristian Canten said the proposal is inconsis-
tent with the University’s mission and brand as 
an environmentally-conscious campus.
“It’s a departure from their roots,” Canten 
said.
Claire Babcock, a second-year undergradu-
ate student, said pigs are as intelligent as dogs 
and cats, and most people wouldn’t want this 
kind of research done on their pets.
“The reason why people are against doing 
research on humans is because they think they 
have moral value,” Babcock said. “Animals 
should be given the same moral consideration.”
Advocates for Animals held an event to 
spread awareness about the facility in the Uni-
versity Center on Feb. 14. A petition to stop the 
new facility was available for students to sign. 
According to Babcock, most students she spoke 
with were unaware of the proposal.
“We know the goal is to make money,” Bab-
cock said, “but the University should be invest-
ing in things that aren’t cruel.” •
UM considers building pig research facility
By Lydia Mercier 
lydia.mercier@umontana.edu
Kelsey Johnson / @kelscjohnson
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The Grammys suck. There’s no way 
around it. An award show supposedly ded-
icated to acknowledging the finest that music 
entertainment has to offer has become an ex-
ercise in circle-jerking and political kowtow-
ing to the almighty dollar. 
Adele’s album “25” is many things — an 
album sales juggernaut, an adult contempo-
rary crowd-pleaser and the financial savior 
of the recording industry — but album of 
the year it isn’t. Putting aside the uproar over 
whether or not Beyoncé deserved the win in-
stead for the very good “Lemonade,” it’s clear 
the Grammy committee is woefully out of 
touch with what constitutes noteworthy mu-
sic. Wouldn’t it be nice to award the art, not 
the receipts?
Let’s take the late David Bowie for exam-
ple. One of music’s all-time greats won ex-
actly six Grammys over his long and storied 
career. Four of those were awarded posthu-
mously for his last album, “Blackstar.” “The 
Rise and Fall of Ziggy Stardust and the Spi-
ders from Mars” was ignored. “Heroes” was 
snubbed. Before 2017, the only Bowie album 
nominated for the year’s top award was 
“Let’s Dance,” his best-selling album to be 
sure, but hardly what the man was capable of 
at his peak.  
The thing is, the Grammys are merely 
the bottom of the barrel when it comes to the 
awards show season. Though it’s likely the 
worst, it’s by no means the only event that 
could use some serious overhauling. We’ve 
got the Golden Globes, which always feel 
a little pointless compared to the Academy 
Awards. Then there are the People’s Choice 
Awards, which prove once and for all that 
the general public has horrible taste. The Os-
cars are coming up on Feb. 26, arguably the 
most respected of the group, but not without 
their own glaring issues. Need I remind you 
“Crash” was declared Best Picture in 2006.
In an era when consumption of media has 
fragmented into smaller and smaller bites, 
we just don’t need big award shows anymore. 
The Internet has created thousands of sourc-
es for the unwashed masses to discover their 
own favorite filmmakers and musicians. The 
concept of monoculture is long dead, and the 
need for a committee dictating for the mon-
ey-spending public what is worthy of our 
time and hard-earned cash is obsolete. Mil-
lions may turn up for the latest installment in 
the “Transformers” saga, despite critics doing 
their best to dissuade them. 
In the end, people don’t watch awards 
shows to see who wins. No one but those win-
ning them actually cares. We tune in for the 
performances, the water cooler moments and 
the dresses. Oh, how we live for the dresses. 
So what should the bigwigs do in the 
future? Eliminate the self-congratulatory 
aspect of the events entirely. Focus on an 
annual spectacle that pop culture addicts 
have a valid reason to experience. If awards 
must be dealt, do it behind the scenes and 
release a list of the winners afterward. 
Granted, this format is an awkward fit for the 
cinematic awards, which don’t lend them-
selves to showstopping musical numbers. I’m 
sure those creative types can come up with a 
suitable solution. •
Award this! 
By Drew Novak  
drew.novak@umontana.edu
 Why entertainment awards shows 
are pointless and misleading
Photos by Kevork Djansezian/Getty Images (Adele) and Frederick M. Brown/Getty Images (Beyoncé)
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Video may have killed the radio star, but 
the DIY movement that forever changed the 
music industry did not, in fact, kill the record 
label. 
Getting discovered and signed used to be 
the core aspiration of most artists who were 
gigging, recording and working hard to de-
velop a fan base. Though the digital age has 
allowed artists to promote their own work and 
be creative in those efforts, record companies 
have never changed their core mission: to seek 
out and develop new talent. With a thriving 
music community right here in Missoula, 
UMEM’s Switchback Records has the vision 
and backing to support and develop artists 
that need to be heard.
Switchback Records is a brand-new, stu-
dent-run record label housed under UM’s En-
tertainment Management program but is by no 
means exclusive to Business School students. 
“When you look at the organizational 
structure of a record label  — you love people 
who are into journalism, you need people who 
are into media arts, you need good writers, 
strong conversationalists, designers, social me-
dia people, radio promotion, sales, marketing 
– it’s everything that’s on campus, really,” said 
the student group advisor, Becca Gairrett. 
Simply put, Switchback Records has created 
an opportunity for students of all disciplines to 
come together for the love of music. With com-
munity being the key word, the student group 
has big plans for the future. Switchback has set 
its sights very broad and would love to work 
with artists from different places said Gairrett.
The overall vision of Switchback Records is 
inspired and grounded in simple logic – build-
ing community.
For Missoula artists who understand very 
little about signing with a record label to artists 
who make it a daily mission to promote their 
music in local venues, Switchback offers an 
opportunity to work with professionals who 
know what it takes to get recognized. 
“Right now, there’s so much great music in 
Missoula but a lot of artists don’t know how to 
develop themselves and market themselves as 
a brand, and don’t understand licensing, pub-
lishing and synching – there’s so much that 
goes into breaking an artist,” explained Han-
nah Doerner, director of marketing.
When Switchback received the green light 
to sign their first act, they jumped on the op-
portunity to work with Rotgut Whines. A 
‘Fingerpickin’ Soul and Roll’ duo formed right 
here in Missoula, roommates Evan Manuel 
and Andrew Murphy create a sound that has 
been drawing loyal fans. 
“There’s a million little indie labels that we 
could get a hold of, but these guys [Switchback] 
are really striving to get it going and actually 
put some money into their artists,” said Rot-
gut manager, Kyle Glover. “Things like that 
go a long way for up-and-coming bands that 
need money to help with marketing and extra 
people with connections to push the music out 
further.”
When Rodel Delfin, an A&R Consultant 
at Red Bull Records and Switchback’s advisor, 
integrated his Falcon project at UMEM, talk of 
expansion followed suit. Falcon is a program 
where college students can upload new mu-
sic they find to a website where Delfin’s A&R 
scouts can scour them over. That’s part of their 
tool for finding new music and new artists to 
sign to their record labels.
In addition to working with local talent and 
the Falcon program, the label also plans on 
working with Media Horse, a program that ob-
tains catalogs of music that can be covered by 
artists. These covers can be used in TV shows, 
movies and commercials and is another way 
for Switchback to generate profit as a record 
label. The label is currently working with the 
Elvis catalog. 
With all of the exciting things happening at 
Switchback, it only makes sense that students 
get involved at the ground-level. Ideally, a 
student would come to the School of Business 
and be taking one of the UMEM classes, learn 
about Switchback and become involved early 
enough that they would follow the record la-
bel through and be a part of it during the entire 
time they’re at school, Gairrett explained. 
The next student group meeting for Switch-
back Records will be Tuesday, February 28 at 
5 p.m. in GBB L14. This will be a bi-monthly, 
recurring meeting. 
Email UMEM@business.umt.edu or call 
(406) 214-6294 to get on their email list and to 
find out how to get involved. 
Check out Rotgut Whines at 5 p.m. on Feb-
ruary 24 at Caras Park and learn more about 
upcoming shows and festivals at facebook.
com/rotgutwhines.  •
Switchback Records seeks to create vibrant music community
By Brooke Beighle  
brooke.beighle@umontana.edu
Harlem Globetrotter 
Dragon Taylor attempts 
to free himself from the 
basket during an act in 
the fourth period at the 
Adams Center on Feb. 15. 
The Harlem Globetrotters 
defeated their opponent, 
the All-Stars, 84-82.
Will McKnight /
@WillMcK_Photo
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If only Missoula had a softball dome.
The Montana softball team opened the 
2017 season with a 2-3 start at the Ramada 
UNI-Dome Classic in Cedar City, Iowa over 
the weekend. 
Head coach Jamie Pinkerton, whose pro-
gram is in its third season, isn’t upset with the 
start, especially since winter weather has lim-
ited his practices to the confines of Dahlberg 
Arena and the team’s indoor hitting facility.
“Unless you have a dome like a lot of peo-
ple, it’s just hard to work on certain aspects of 
the game. That showed up and it’s to be ex-
pected, but it’s all fixable,” Pinkerton said.
Montana’s offense was one aspect that 
showed up right away. MaKenna McGill and 
Bethany Olea paced the Griz, each going 10-
16 at the plate over five games. McGill led off 
four of the five games with a base hit, and Olea 
drove in five runs, including a solo home run.
“Bethany did what a senior is supposed to 
do. When we were struggling, when we had 
leads and the lead would dissipate, she stayed 
calm, cool and collected,” Pinkerton said.
By Isaiah Dunk    
isaiah.dunk@umontana.edu
By Zac Allen    
zachary3.allen@umontana.edu
Griz softball begins season with trials on the road
The Grizzlies’ first two losses were games 
where they had the lead but failed to hold on. 
On Friday, the Grizzlies jumped out to a 
3-0 lead in a 7-4 loss to Nebraska-Omaha be-
fore beating South Dakota State 6-5 later that 
day. 
Montana lost both Saturday games, first to 
Drake 7-5, and then 10-2 to tournament-host 
Northern Iowa. The Griz beat Toledo 8-6 on 
Sunday  on the strength of three home runs.
Like the UNO game, Montana led Drake, 
but the Bulldogs put up four runs in the sev-
enth inning to down the Griz. 
Pinkerton said holding leads is something 
the team can improve on.
“Obviously we go back and try to simulate 
it as much as we can indoors. We’ll probably 
draw it up more on the whiteboard and say, 
this is what happened in this situation. The 
kids have a good softball IQ, it’s just about get-
ting playing and knocking the rust off more 
than anything,” he said. 
In its second weekend, Montana had more 
mixed results, splitting four games against 
Seattle and Santa Clara to move to 4-5 on the 
season.  •
One month into the season, the wom-
en’s tennis team find themselves at 1-6. 
Last weekend, the Griz were swept in three 
matches by North Dakota, Northern Iowa 
and South Dakota State in Grand Forks, 
North Dakota.
Head coach Steve Ascher, in his ninth 
year as head of the women’s program, said 
those experiences have been beneficial for 
his team.
“I think we competed well and it’s a 
great test, especially early in the season,” he 
said.
This year’s roster boasts three seniors, 
two juniors, two sophomores and a fresh-
man.
“In terms of a team, I feel like we’re pret-
ty young,” Ascher said.
Ascher singled out senior Hannah Sulz 
as a consistent force for the team early this 
season. Sulz, a senior from British Colum-
bia, transferred from Nebraska after her 
freshman year and is currently tied for the 
best record on the team at 9-11. Sulz won her 
first and only conference matchup against 
North Dakota 7-5, 6-1. She added a win 
against Northern Iowa 6-3, 6-1 as well as a 
6-3, 6-1 loss to South Dakota State to end the 
weekend.
Nathalie Joanlanne is another Big Ten 
transfer for the Grizzlies. She begins her 
first season after a year at Wisconsin.
“I feel like it’s been a nice transition,” 
said Ascher. “I’m excited to see where her 
tennis takes off in the next six months to a 
year.”
The Montana men’s team enter the 
weekend with a 3-1 record after dropping a 
match at Northern Colorado on Friday and 
winning at North Dakota on Sunday.
Sunday night they dropped their second 
match of the season to Utah 7-0. 
With a mix of four upperclassmen and 
four underclassmen, head coach Kris Nord 
feels this group is a good blend of levels. 
“These guys have good tennis experi-
ence and that’s what matters most,” Nord 
said.
Peter Mimnagh-Fleming, Yannick 
Schmidl and Victor Casadevall were all 
players Nord pointed to be key leaders on 
this year’s team.
The Grizzlies currently have five players 
with 5-1 individual records (Schmidl, Mim-
nagh-Fleming, Ignacio Tejerina, Max Korkh 
and Alex Canellopoulos) and are undefeat-
ed in all 11 doubles matches this season.
Men’s, women’s tennis serve up season with mixed results
This weekend the Grizzlies traveled to 
the University of Utah in Salt Lake City for 
their first big non-conference matchup. 
“We have a real tough nonconference 
schedule,” Nord said. They’ll also travel to 
Las Vegas to take on Oklahoma State and 
UNLV on March 17 and 18.
Nord said the Big Sky will be deep this 
year with Weber State, Idaho and Northern 
Arizona among the teams to beat.  
“We have to show up and play every 
match,” Nord said. •
Freddy Monares / Montana Kaimin
Seniors Tomasz Soltyka, left, and Semion Branzburg picked up the first win of doubles during the 2016 season 
Brawl of the Wild match April 17, 2016. 
Lacey Young  / @laceyyoung87
Griz first baseman Ashlyn Lyons records a base hit during the 2016 season game against the Portland State 
Vikings April 17, 2016.
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